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World War II

Pearl Harbor

Draft begins

Lend-Lease Act

World War II begins

House Committee on Un-American Activities

FDR declares limited state of emergency

Minimum-wage law

40-hour work week

FDR elected to third term

FDR elected to fourth term

FDR dies Marshall plan

The Korean War

GM UAW strike

United Mine Workers strike

Telephone-workers strike

Steel strike

Chrysler UAW strike

Eisenhower, Khrushchev summit

H-bomb development

Housing Act

NATO established

Checkers speech

Eisenhower hospitalized

Federal Highway Act

Sputnik I

Bay of Pigs

Kennedy confronts steel industry

Marilyn Monroe dies

Cuban Missile Crisis

U.S. escalates aid to Vietnam

JFK assassinated

Watergate break-in

Nixon fires Dean

Haldeman, Ehrlichman resign

Nixon denies blame for Watergate

Articles of impeachment started

Assassination attempts on Ford

Nixon resigns

Nixon pardoned

Whip Inflation Now

Saigon falls to Communists

Beirut bombing

U.S. becomes debtor nation

Stock Market Crash

Berlin Wall falls

Vince Foster suicide

Jim McDougal dies

Kathleen Willey on ‘60 Minutes’

‘Primary Colors’

Monica Lewinsky story breaks

‘Wag the Dog’

Clinton denies Lewinsky affair

Iraq refuses inspections

Government shutdown ends

Vetoes Partial-birth Abortion Bill

Clinton signs historic welfare overhaul

Dayton accord

L.A. riots

Deficit tops $290 billion

U.S. debt tops $4 trillion

Iran-Contra hearings

Walsh named Iran-Contra prosecutor

Challenger explosion

Reykjavik SummitReagan shot in assassination attempt

Iran-Contra scandal breaks

Reagan cuts taxes

Senate censures McCarthy

Eisenhower heart attack

Little Rock desegregation

Civil Rights Act revised

Labor Reform Act

D-day

G.I. Bill

Hiroshima

Japan surrenders

GOP controls Congress

Alger Hiss indicted
Democrats control Congress

Steelworkers strike

U.S. breaks ties with Cuba Gulf of Tonkin resolution

Malcolm X shot

Watts riots

Medicare begins

Apollo 1 disaster Man on the Moon

Civil Rights Act

Tet Offensive

U.S. invades Cambodia

Pentagon Papers

RFK shot

Kent State

Dr. King shot

John Glenn orbit

March on Washington

Democratic convention in Chicago

Supreme Court bans racial segregation





The Vietnam War

OPEC oil embargo Camp David accords

GOP controls Congress

Nafta passes

‘Don’t ask, don’t tell’

U.S. invades Panama

Oklahoma City bombing

Bush pardons Reagan officials involved in Iran-Contra

Grenada invasion

U.S. attacks Lybia

Gulf War

Iran hostage crisis ends

Hostage rescue fails

OPEC hikes oil prices

Iran hostage crisis begins
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Coal miners strike

MacArthur fired

Cold War begins

Germany surrenders

Johnson, Kosygin meet

U.S. bombs Hanoi

Railroad strike

Detroit riots

LBJ drops out of race

Agnew resigns

Mitchell, Haldeman, Ehrlichman guilty

Carter “lust in my heart” interview

Fiske appointed Whitewater prosecutor

Fiske fired; Starr appointed

Tax code revised

World Trade Center bombing

Waco compound burns

Bork fires Watergate prosecutor

Gap in Watergate tape revealed

Ford becomes VP

Nixon devalues dollar

Nixon visits China

Reagan fires air-traffic controllers

Thomas hearings

Whitewater story breaks

Paula Jones trial set

U.S.S.R. breaks up

Human Nature

Like his wife, Mr. Mattera, a 39-
year-old personal financial planner,
isn’t necessarily excluding the possibili-
ty that Mr. Clinton had an affair.
“That’s human nature,” he says. It is
just that, for the moment at least, the
president’s personal life pales in com-
parison with what really counts for
them: their financial security.

Nose around this classic Chicago
suburb, and something becomes appar-
ent. The global economy, which first re-
shaped companies, is now reshaping na-
tional politics. It is changing the way

voters see their president, and seeming-
ly downsizing, to essentials, what they
expect from him.

“Voters weren’t electing a president.
They were electing a CEO,” argues
Chicago-area pollster Michael McKeon,
who has a keen insight into the new sub-
urban psyche.

Viewed in the light of the McKeon
model, what voters are telling pollsters
seems less inconsistent. Indeed, it seems
downright rational. Shareholders, after
all, typically don’t care much about the
CEO’s sex life. What they want is one
thing only: run the company well.

Of course, hard facts do ultimately
matter. And if proof develops that Mr.
Clinton lied about an affair, then public
opinion here and elsewhere could
change swiftly. Polls show that voters’
regard for him personally has dropped,
even as his job approval stays high.

But interviews in this and other
Chicago suburbs also suggest voters are
perfectly willing — in fact, determined
— to wait for the facts to develop.

Indeed, some admit they are in de-
nial. “I suppose I’m the type who likes to
put my head in the sand and not know
about it,” concedes Amy Welzenbach, a  

way down the line.”
To be sure, there is a sizable

minority that has already heard
all it needs to hear about the pres-
ident and the sex scandal. 

Donna Baumruk, 50, speaks
for this minority in unequivocal
terms. “He should step down
now,” she says, adding that it has
always surprised her that he ever
got elected in the first place. 

These suburbanites exemplify
another way the world has
changed in just the past decade
or so. The delivery of information
has fragmented into a multiplici-
ty of television channels, Web
sites and talk shows. Given this
cacophony of opinion, people are

less likely to rush to judgment.
But even as they wait for the

truth to coalesce, these suburban-
ites are perfectly capable of draw-
ing fine distinctions that make
sense to them. True, the distinc-
tions often conflict. But, taken to-
gether, they belie the notion of a
passive electorate.

Typical is Ann Zajac, a
“fortysomething” chiropractor.
She reasons that even if it devel-
ops that the president perjured
himself about an affair, “I don’t
think it would be an impeachable
offense, because it doesn’t affect
national security.”

Mr. McKeon, the pollster,
says in fact, the greatest danger

to the president now isn’t the
moral dimension of the scandal.
The great danger is that he will
get so bogged down in the crisis
that people will no longer see him
as an effective CEO.

“Some pundits say the Ameri-
can people are confused,” Mr.
McKeon says. “They aren’t con-
fused. They know exactly what
they want.” 

They aren’t closing their eyes
and they want the truth to come
out, Mr. McKeon adds, but they
are setting a very tough test for
independent counsel Kenneth
Starr and for the press: “Show us
that this is something that is rele-
vant to our lives.” ◆

BILL CLINTON, CEO
The president’s support remains strong despite scandal

Karl Hartig   Sources: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Conference Board, Gallup Organization

O
RLAND PARK, Ill. — Anyone baffled about
how President Clinton’s job-approval ratings
could possibly rise during the gravest crisis of

his presidency should come here and talk to Beth

and Joseph Mattera. “Don’t tell us that we have a
bad guy in there. We can see for ourselves that
things are better,” says Beth heatedly.

“I think this is a travesty,” says her husband,
Joseph, referring to the intensive press coverage of
Mr. Clinton’s alleged affair with former intern Moni-
ca Lewinsky. “He has kept up the economy.”

The charts below can help you see

how events and the economy contribute to

people’s opinions about the job each presi-

dent has done during the past 60 years.

The top chart shows consumer confi-

dence, which measurers consumers’ faith

in the American economy in the short and

long term; it has been tracked since 1967.

The next two charts display economic

data that affect people’s perceptions

about the health of the economy: the un-

employment rate, which has been tracked

since 1949; and the consumer price index,

a measure of inflation. 

The bottom chart shows approval rat-

ings for the presidents from Franklin D.

Roosevelt to Bill Clinton (light green rep-

resents Democrats; gold, Republicans).

President Roosevelt’s first term

began in 1932, but the Gallup Organiza-

tion didn’t begin gathering presidential

approval ratings until 1938. Also note the

gap in 1944 and the beginning of 1945,

when Gallup didn’t take this poll.

The scales are on the left and right

sides of each chart. The years are shown

on the bottom. The flags identify econom-

ic, social and historical events.

The light-blue shaded areas represent

economic recessions.

How to Read This Chart

BY DENNIS FARNEY

Staff Reporter of The Wall Street Journal

preschool teacher. But she adds:
“It just seems like priorities
should be put in other places, like
running the country.” Politics, she
laments, has become a game of
“smart people chasing after other
smart people.”

Five years ago, this reporter
repeatedly visited these Chicago
suburbs in an attempt to view Mr.
Clinton’s first year through the
eyes of ordinary people. It quickly
became apparent that people here-
abouts were viewing the new pres-
ident they had just elected not as
a moral exemplar, but rather like
a plumber they had just hired.
Only one thing really mattered:
Could he fix the sink? 

People then were so alienated
from Washington and its political
culture that only one thing would
move them: results. In this sense,
the low expectations that Mr. Clin-
ton would fill some role as a moral
leader work to his benefit now, be-
cause voters haven’t had any high
hopes dashed.

Now, people here are still
alienated, but a majority of them
also believe they have gotten re-
sults. Five years ago, Bill Clinton 

was a man operating without a
safety net. Now he has one.

Five years ago, lawyer
Robert Stan, now 48, flatly and
angrily predicted Mr. Clinton
would be “a one-term president.” 

He was up in arms then about
the president’s deficit-reduction
proposal, especially its tax in-
creases. Now, Mr. Stan feels dif-
ferently. “I think he’s done some
good things,” he says, mention-
ing specifically the almost-bal-
anced budget.

“As a lawyer, I think it’s a
disgrace to have the president
tried and convicted in the
media,” he adds. “If he’s inno-
cent, he should fight this all the 


